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“Anyone who chooses Canada as his 
adopted country adopts a new style of 
life... Canadian society should be able 
to integrate heterogeneous elements 
into a harmonious system.’’— 

The Royal Commission on Bilingualism 
and Biculturalism, Book IV. 


The Commission had found, however, that 


‘Most government institutions are de- 
signed to fulfill functions unrelated to 
specifically ethnic concerns.’ 


In October, 1971, the Prime Minister an- 
nounced in the House of Commons a new 
policy of “‘multiculturalism.”’ At the same time 
he announced a series of programmes to be 
undertaken by the major federal cultural 
agencies and the Citizenship Branch of the 
secretary of State. Describing these plans, 
the Prime Minister said, 


“Programmes are designed to en- 
courage cultural groups to share their 
heritage with all other Canadians...to 
make them aware of our cultural diversity.”’ 


One of the first major developments was the 
Multicultural Grants Programme designed 
by the Citizenship Branch of the Department 
of the Secretary of State to assist second 
and third generation minorities to maintain 
and develop a sense of their own cultural 
identity as well as to assist new immigrants 
adjust to Canadian life. Since then the Mul- 
ticultural Programme has widened its target 
and enlarged its purpose to promote the in- 
teraction of different cultural groups with 
each other and, further, to increase the sen- 
sitivity of the British and French Canadians 


to the needs of minority groups and the ad- 
vantages of a multicultural society. 


The federal government is spending approx- 
imately $10 million on multicultural pro- 
grammes this year of which $6.5 million is 
administered through the Secretary of State 
and the balance by the cultural agencies. 


The Multicultural Grants Programme has 
provided funds to voluntary groups to under- 
take projects that enable minority groups to 
imprint their distinctive stamp on Canadian 
cultural life. Projects funded so far have in- 
cluded festivals and research, television pro- 
grams and Saturday schools, summer camps 
and literary clubs, collections of archives and 
art exhibitions. 


Since the program began in January 1972, 
497 groups have been funded. 


Ethnic organizations across the country are 
using the Programme to launch new proj- 
ects. Funds have been given to a variety of 
groupsincludingthe|lndo-Canadian Associa- 
tion of Nova Scotia, the Finnish Canadian 
Historical Society, the Congress of Black 
Women, andthe Hindu Society of Edmonton. 


The groups engage in many different types 
of activities. The grants are integrating Hal- 
tians and providing facilities for Estonian 
Modern Rhythmic Gymnastics in Montreal: 
publishing a labour history of Ukrainian 
Canadians, and a book on Lithuanian national 
costumes. 


A grant may cover the expenses of one day, 
like the ‘‘Folklore Festival’ in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, or a year’s wages for a secretary 
and an interpreter at the Employment and 
Referral Centre of the Hellenic-Canadian 
community in Montreal. 


Third generation Canadians have used 
grants to make films to teach new immigrants 
of the same ethnic background about Cana- 
dian life. In Toronto, an Italian group made 
aseries of ten cable TV information programs 
to assist new Canadians and in Montreal, a 
series produced by Black Canadians ex- 
plored the problems facing them there. 


A Ukrainian youth group ran an arts camp 
in Grafton, Ontario, with the help of a mul- 
ticultural grant. Campers from Alberta, Sas- 
katchewan, Manitoba and Ontario between 
the ages of 16 and 21 took part in a program 
that related traditional art forms to the Cana- 
dian scene. They visited the Stratford and 
the Shaw Festivals and toured Toronto’s By- 
zantine churches as part of their study of 
traditional and contemporary Ukrainian- 
Canadian culture. 


The first exhibition of the Jewish Museum 
of Western Canada, documented the flight 
of the Jews from the ghettos of Eastern 
Europe to the settlements of western 
Canada. Forty thousand people attended the 
exhibit which was paid for largely by a Mul- 
ticultural Grant. Because it proved so popular 
it drew wide publicity and many groups in 
other cities have asked to see it. The provin- 
cial government is now helping to underwrite 
the cost of a documentary film based on the 
exhibit. 


The Grants Programme has stimulated a 
number of cultural entertainments including 
a Yiddish Theatre in Toronto, a Chinese Or- 
chestra in Quebec, a Lithuanian Choir in 
Hamilton and a Japanese dance group in 
Vancouver. 


Two Lithuanian artists living near Kingston 
paint, weave and teach traditional designs 


in weaving and rug-making. They have their 
own gallery of paintings and this year a Mul- 
ticultural Grant will help them publish a book 
on their craft. 


The New Canadian Theatre of Toronto, which 
presents plays by European playwrights 
whose works have not been seen in Canada, 
used a Multicultural Grant to present an crig- 
inal play by an Estonian playwright at the 
St. Lawrence Centre. A Czech group pre- 
sented six plays in Hamilton, Toronto and 
Montreal. To celebrate the 500th anniversary 
of the birth of Copernicus, the Polish scientist 
and astronomer, a Polish group is dramatiz- 
ing his life in a production to be given at the 
National Arts Centre in Ottawa. 


While the Grants Programme pays for pro- 
gramme activities, the complementary Mul- 
ticultural Centres Programme provides 
money to ethnic groups to help set up and 
administer a central facility. Each Centre 
differs according to the needs of the local 
groups. Some provide space and facilities 
to develop workshops, discussion groups, 
exhibitionsand performances. Others distrib- 
ute resource materials and provide referral 
services and classes for immigrants in the 
Official languages. This year, groups in Win- 
nipeg and Toronto received grants to support 
the operation of existing programs. 


The Centre in Winnipeg has been used for 
the rehearsals of a Bavarian Dance group, 
the meetings of the Hungarian Literary Soci- 
ety, parties for teenagers and a day camp 
for families. In Toronto the International Insti- 
tute’s main function is service to immigrants: 
legal aid, English classes and information on 
resources provided by the city’s social and 
employment agencies. 


In St. Catharines, Ontario, the Folks Arts 
Council has been bringing together people 
of various ethnic backgrounds for several 
years. A Grant helped the Council open a 
Centre to serve as a central location for the 
activities regularly undertaken by the city’s 
ethnic groups. The Hamilton Centre has just 
been opened to provide immigrant orienta- 
tion and a meeting place for groups. 


Grants are also given to enable a group to 
study the feasibility of setting up such a 
Centre and six of these have been given. 


In Calgary, the Steering Committee on Mul- 
ticulturalism is determining if the ethnic 
Groups {here ares sumicienthy. nterestednin 
developing a Centre since the success of 


all these ventures depends on the interest 
and support of their communities. In Thomp- 
son, Manitoba, the Citizenship Council has 
been given a grantto find out if the immigrant 
counselling service could be usefully ex- 
panded to a Centre that would provide other 
facilities and activities as well. Similar inves- 
tigations are being done in Stony Plain in 
Alberta, and in Regina, Windsor and Ottawa. 


The people in Red Deer, Alberta, hope to 
build a multicultural village. The city has of- 
feredland on various sites and the organizers 
of the project will use a Grant to determine 
the most suitable site and the feasibility of 
setting up a village on it that would eventually 
include a Swiss chalet, a Chinese pagoda, 
a German Beer Garden and other distinctive 
buildings. 


The Citizenship Branch of the Department 
of the Secretary of State has expanded other 
programmes aimed at minority groups. 


For some years the federal government has 
contributed funds to the provinces to help 
pay for language instruction, in English and 
French, to new immigrants. 


The Department of the Secretary of State has 
now undertaken to stimulate the design of 
third language teaching aids for various 
ethnic groups who want their children to 
learn their ancestral tongue. Seven grants 
to produce textbooks have been awarded 
So far. 


In order to determine the amount of interest 
in maintaining third language skills, the 
Branch commissioned a research project on 
non-official languages. The study, now near- 
ing completion, measures attitudes of mi- 
nority groups towards retaining ancestral 
languages, ascertains when and where the 
languages are used and solicits opinions 
on existing facilities and opportunities to 
learn and maintain them. 


Data has been gathered on the first phase 
of the study through a questionnaire admin- 
istered to ten different language groups each 
made up of approximately 250 respondents. 
These people were selected by random 
sample in five metropolitan areas: Montreal, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Edmonton and Van- 
couver. 


A similar survey is being done in rural areas 
in order to discover if the difference in the 
urban and rural milieu has an influence on 
retention of a third language. 


While this project is mainly asurvey of people 
and attitudes, a second research project 


undertaken by the Branch will study the 
present supplementary school system. The 
study will indicate whether or not current 
methods of teaching third languages in ‘‘Sat- 
urday schools’ and elsewhere are adequate. 


A third study will investigate the attitudes of 
the majority towards minorities, what creates 
these attitudes and how they contribute to 
problems of discrimination. 


Finally, a research design is underway for 
an investigation of the phenomenon of why 
some people cease to identify with their an- 
cestral groups. It will include a sociological 
and psychological analysis of the factors 
leading to assimilation. 


In its study of the Ethnic Press in Canada, 
the B & B Commissioners found that: 

“The vast post-war influx of immigrants, 
the high standard of education and lit- 
erary interests of many of these immi- 
grants, and the general affluence of their 
community have all contributed to the 
present vigour of the ethnic press.” 


The Citizenship Branch of the Secretary of 
State conducts a continuous review of all 
ethnic papers and publishes each month the 
Ethnic Press Review, a digest of opinion and 
comment which is brought to the attention 
of other departments of the government 
whenthecommentconcernstheir programmes. 
The Review contains analyses of more than 
150 newspapers published in 32 languages. 


“The government will assist members of 
all cultural groups to overcome cultural 
barriers to full participation in Canadian 
society...to foster confidence in one’s 
individual cultural identity and in one’s 
rightful place in Canadian life.”’ 

—The Prime Minister 


The Canadian Identities Programme—a 
major new project—is being launched to stim- 
ulate the production of crafts, festivals of 
dance and drama and the publication of 
prose and poetry. In addition, a book on Cana- 
dian food, ceremonies, and festivals has 
been commissioned. The new programme 
will soan most of the areas of cultural expres- 
sion and involve the major cultural institu- 
tions of our society. One of its aims is to bring 
to the attention of the larger population the 
cultural activity that smaller groups with dis- 
tinctive traditions are generating. 


The Secretary of State has commissioned 


nineteen scholarly histories which will provide 
a documentation of the immigration, settle- 
ment and struggle of minorities for cultural 
Survival in Canada: Arab, Chinese, Croat, 
Dutch, East Indian, German, Hungarian, Ital- 
ian, Lithuanian, Mennonite, Polish, Portu- 
guese, Scandinavian, Scot, Serb, Ukrainian, 
Greek, Russian and Norwegian. Seven more 
will be commissioned and, as each history 
is completed, it will be translated into bilin- 
gual versions for publication in order to pro- 
vide, for the first time, accurate historical 
material for use in high schools and universi- 
ties. The histories will eventually be published 
in popular versions. 


Various special programs have been under- 
taken by the country’s five major cultural 
agencies: the National Museum of Man, the 
National Library and Public Archives, the 
Film Board and the CBC. 


The National Museum of Man’s Canadian 
Centre for Folk Culture Studies is attempt- 
ing to document the traditional cultures of 
all the various ethnic strains in Canada. The 
Centre has accumulated a vast amount of 
data through field research projects, the col- 
lection of artifacts, tape recordings, video 
tapes and films. This material is being widely 
studied and exhibited. 


Besides building this unique repository of 
cultural information, the process of collecting 
plays a dramatic part in demonstrating to new 
Canadians the value of their cultural con- 
tribution to the Canadian landscape. 


Projects and exhibits prepared by the Com- 
munications Division of the Museum transfer 
scientific research to the larger public in the 
form of travelling displays. 


“Continuity and Change—The Ukrainian 
Folk Heritage’’ contained a sampling of ma- 
terial from the collections of the Centre for 
Folk Culture Studies: pioneer artifacts, 
Ukrainian national art, Ethnic Pop. This exhi- 
bition has travelled from Quebec to Alberta. 


“Canada’s Multicultural Heritage’ has been 
displayed in Museums across the country. 
The exhibit combines artifacts and books 
from the Centre, photographs from the Ar- 
chives and newspapers from the National 
Library to illustrate the Canadian ethnic 
scene. 


Field research projects now underway at the 
Centre cover all aspects of the religious, 
economic and socio-political life of Canadian 
minorities. Eventually each cultural group will 
have been separately studied as more staff 
and financial and technical resources 
become available. Some of the subjects to 
be researched are: folk architecture, home 
furnishings, pre-industrial techniques of food 


production and handicrafts, traditional. 


story-telling, family and community life, 
feasts and rites. 


The new Ethno-musicology Section has a 
large collection of music on tape from all over 
Canada which is being coded by computer 
SO as to be accessible in published form. An 
auxiliary benefit of this coding system, which 
is the first of its kind to be used in Canada, 
is that it is expected to demonstrate to schol- 
ars the close intercultural connections be- 
tween sub-cultures. 


The Centre has produced three publications 
on superstitious belief in Canadian folk cul- 
tures for the National Museum’s Mercury 
series, a collection of published research 
papers. Another, Folk Narrative among 


Ukrainian-Canadians in Western Canada, 
contains Ukrainian poetry and song col- 
lected by the Museum on manuscript and 
on tape. 


An extensive field program is now being de- 
veloped to film Subjects concerned with cul- 
tural groups. Canadian television and radio 
program producers regularly use the 
Centre’s audio-visual collection. 


Under the new Ethnic Canadiana Pro- 
gramme, the National Library is acquiring 
a collection of ethnic Canadian newspapers 
which are an important source for historians 
of minority cultural groups in Canada. The 
Library receives 142 different ethnic news- 
papers which together serve 35 cultural 
communities. A listing of the serial publica- 
tions of Canadian cultural communities, both 
Current and retrospective, is being compiled. 
Microfilming is underway of retrospective 
runs obtained from private collections and 
even in foreign countries. This material is 
available to researchers, scholars, historians 
and sociologists. 


A new multicultural library centre in the Na- 
tional Library will contain a collection of 
books in third languages.A selection of these 
will be distributed on a rotation basis to public 
libraries. The report of a specialist hired to 
advise on developing a multicultural library 
service pinpoints the literature in greatest 
demand and suggests methods of keeping 
abreast of the publishing output of countries 
whose literature is not available through con- 
ventional purchasing. 


Translations of English and French literature 
will also be acquired by the Centre to in- 
troduce new Canadians in their own lan- 
guage to the Canadian literary canon. 


The National Library expects to involve 
ethnic organizations in the selection of publi- 
cations in the many languages represented 
in the Centre’s library. 


The government’s multicultural policy in- 
cluded the creation of the National Ethnic 
Archives as a distinct unit of the Public Ar- 
chives of Canada. Its function is to preserve 
archival documents relating to all of 
Canada’s cultural minorities. Its emphasis is 
to educate individuals and organizations 
about the nature, value and use of archival 
documents, to stop as quickly as possible 
the loss and destruction of archival material 
through neglect and ignorance andto ensure 
the permanent preservation of all historically 
significant documents. Material describing 
the difficulties, accomplishments and social 
and cultural significance of one-third of our 
population, provides historians with a com- 
plete record of the country’s past. Docu- 
ments acquired are sorted, arranged and 
indexed for use by historians, genealogists, 
journalists, illustrators, film producers and 
other researchers. 


Since its establishment, the National Ethnic 
Archives has cistributed information about 
its programme with the help of the ethnic 
press and has received considerable public 
support. Organizations such as the Canadian 
Polish Congress, the Trans-Canada Alliance 
of German-Canadians and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Committee have placed all or part 
of their organizational records in the Public 
Archives. Other organizations and individ- 
uals from more than a dozen ethnic com- 
munities have responded enthusiastically so 
that the collection continues to grow. It in- 
cludes minutes of meetings of various orga- 


nizations, correspondence, notes, memoirs, 
photographs, paintings, sound recordings 
and movie film, reports, briefs, rare news- 
papers, books, pamphlets and bulletins 
which, whether two years or two centuries 
old, provide researchers with a picture of life 
in the past. 


As part of its programme, the National Ethnic 
Archives is attempting to make archival col- 
lections which already exist more easily avail- 
able. For example, the files of the Immigra- 
tion Branch at the Public Archives are being 
microfilmed, the copies to be placed in pro- 
vincial repositories. The passenger lists of 
ships which brought millions of immigrants 
here are being indexed. Useful collections 
being housed elsewhere are being cata- 
logued to guide researchers to the best 


sources. An inventory is being prepared of 
the many oral history projects conducted 
during the past few years by various individ- 
uals and organizations throughout Canada. 
Plans are being made to.exhibit documents 
in Ottawa and elsewhere for the benefit of 
the general public. In addition, work has 
begun on acquiring copies of relevant docu- 
ments or collections held by archives of other 
countries including records relating to emi- 
gration as well as records sent back by im- 
migrants after their settlement in Canada. 


The National Film Board participates in the 
Multicultural Programme in its production of 
new films, in acquiring, promoting and dis- 
tributing third language films, and in translat- 
ing, Or ‘‘versioning’’, Original scripts from 
English and French to other languages. 


The N.F.B. inventory includes films on the 
ethnic community and on aspects of native 
communities made in the course of regular 
oroduction. 


Films on Ukrainians, Poles, Balts, Dutch and 
Blacks are among those being prepared to 
go into production next year. 


The Film Board’s Multi-Media programme is 
a low-cost, audio-visual series based on still 
pictures, which is designed for primary and 
secondary school children. Slide and multi- 
media shows are also produced for general 
audiences. A significant part of the multi- 
media programme is the production of 
classroom materials on history, including the 
life of Canada’s pioneer peoples. These 
materials often touch on the multicultural 
character of the country. 


One multicultural series released since 1971 
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called Legends of Origin is based on tradi- 
tional stories of native peoples and of the 
countries in which Canadians originate. 


The NFB’s Native Cultural Education Proj- 
ect, produced with the Department of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development, provides 
technicalsupportfor native producers to doc- 
ument the history and culture of the native 
peoples of Canada. Produced in the form 
of multi-media kits including sound filmstrips, 
slide sets, a booklet, study prints and wall 
charts, the first to be released is on ‘‘Mano- 
wan’ in Quebec. It is done in Cree, French 
and English. 


Nearing completion are more specific ma- 
terials dealing with cultural minorities in 
Canada. They include afilmstrip on a Ukrain- 
ian festival in Dauphin, Manitoba, and one 
on Old Order Mennonites in southwest On- 
tario, and on a Mennonite Barn Raising. In 
research are historical filmstrips on the 
Blacks and on the Ukrainians in Canada. A 
filmstrip on the expulsion of the Japanese 
from the west coast during the first years of 
World War Il is in production. 


In response to recommendation # 12 of the 
B & B Report, Book IV, the National Film 
Board’s Library Services Division undertook 
a research project to evaluate interest in films 
scripted in other languages besides English 
and French. Its objective was to discover which 
groups were interested in seeing what type of 
film, available in their ancestral language. 


A number of prints were shown in a variety 
of languages to members of ethno-cultural 
groups to determine the level of interest in 
various topics representative of the NFB’s 


library. Their reactions were collected by 
questionnaire. 


The research indicated that on the basis of 


numbers and interest eleven communities 
_ should be the target groups for the new ver- 


sioning program. They are: Ukrainian, 
German, Polish, Portuguese, Italian, Greek, 
Chinese, Japanese, Dutch, Arabic and Hindi. 
Their need for films appeared to be to enter- 
tain and inform the first-generation immigrant 
who has not acquired a perfect command 
of English or French, and to supplement 
language retention courses for children of 
second-generation families who are losing 
their ability to speak their native tongue. 


The subject areas of most interest for ver- 
sioning were history, native peoples, art and 


folklore, health information, industrial devel- 
opment, children’s stories, natural sciences 
and wildlife, information on consumer pro- 
tection, taxation and citizen's rights. 


The more established groups were particu- 
larly anxious to have films made about them- 
selves so that other Canadians could better 
appreciate their contribution to the develop- 
ment of the country. 


Many of the groups expressed an interest 
in promoting films to their members and ack- 
nowledged that cable television would be an 
effective way to reach less organized ethnic 
communities. 


As a result of this research, 95 titles repre- 
senting 22 different languages and a total 
of 690 prints of existing films have been 
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acquired and deposited in NFB libraries in 
Vancouver, Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal and 
Halifax. In addition, five new Ukrainian ver- 
sions have been completed and five more 
have been programmed. Five films in Polish, 
four in Greek, one in Hindi and seven in 
Cantonese are also on this year’s pro- 
gram. The number of prints of all films will 
increase steadily as the program develops. 


The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
provides services in both official languages 
but does not undertake multilingual broad- 
casting. An exception to this policy is 
the Northern Service which broadcasts to 
native settlements in several languages and 
dialects. 


The CBC attempts to reflect the variety of 


cultures, interests and opinion within the 
country. Ethno-Canadians frequently contrib- 
ute information and opinion on the air, and 
subjects of interest to them including the 
examination of prejudice in the Canadian 
context are part of regular programming. 


Information programs have dealt this year 
with current news stories like WEEKEND's 
interview with the leader of the new Parti 
Acadien, TAKE THIRTY’s program on the 
progress of a Ugandan family newly arrived 
in Canada, and the ACTUALITE 24 informa- 
tion piece on Les Nouveaux Reglements 
de |I’Immigration. These programs also tele- 
vise festivals and other special events. The 
Montreal program FEMME D’AUJOURD’ HUI 
had, for example, Groupes Folkloriques 
Japonais, Portugais, Ukrainiens et Ital- 


iens and Les Grecs de Montréal et leurs 
Coutumes. 


This year English television ‘‘specials’’ car- 
ried programs on Islam, the Mennonites, the 
Hutterites, and the Japanese in Canada. 
French television carried a special series on 
the Inuit. 


On radio, daily magazine shows like THIS 
COUNT RNSIN Sie MO RINGING grr lel 
HAPPENS and PRESENT regularly feature 
representatives from various communities in 
interviews, discussions and documentaries. 


Weekly radio shows on the network are 
IDENTITIES, which has a variety of speakers 
from third-generation Canadians to newly- 
arrived immigrants, and MUSIC OF OUR 
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PEOPLE; OUR NATIVE LAND, which pro- 
vides a national forum for the views of native 
people, MUSIQUE DES NATIONS which in- 
cludes interviews with appropriate guests, 
CHANSON SANS FRONTIERES and LE 
CHANT DE LA TERRE. 


In the main urban centres, where most of the 
ethnic groups are concentrated, the local 
CBC stations present, both on radio and TV, 
reports, interviews and items with a multicul- 
tural flavour. 


The Northern Service stations, in addition to 
carrying national programs from the South, 
offer local programs in native languages. Yel- 
lowknife broadcasts news in Cree and Slave; 
Inuvik in Loucheux and Inuktitut. A weekly 
review of territorial news is prepared at Yel- 
lowknife. Daily news programsin Inuktitut are 
broadcast from Montreal on the northern 
shortwave Service. 


The Canadian Radio and Television Com- 
mission has conducted surveys and studies 
to discover the extent and effects of multilin- 
gual broadcasting. 


About sixty privately-owned radio and televi- 
sion stations offer some form of multilingual 
programming. Only a few of these stations 
do as much multilingual programming as is 
routinely permitted under the current CRTC 
Regulations. 


AM radio programming in languages other 
than English or French increased from about 
232 hours per week in 1971 to about 320 
hours per week in 1972. FM radio program- 
ming across the country increased by only 
six hours to 137 hours per week. The CRTC’s 
new proposals for FM radio, which en- 
courage coherent programme blocks rather 


than uninterrupted music, are expected to 
stimulate more multicultural FM program- 
ming. 


Television programming beamed at third lan- 
guage groups has tripled in the last year. On 
the larger cable systems as much as thirty 
percent of all programming on the commun- 
ity access channels was multilingual. This 
may be the result ofanew CRTC policy which 
requires cable television to provide a com- 
munity access channel to subscribers. 


An evaluation of multilingual broadcasting on 
radio and television was done in a series of 
studies conducted by the CRTC over the past 
18 months. The faithful listeners are mainly 
the middle aged and older and new immi- 
grants. 


Most of the air time is used playing popular 
or folk music. News coverage is often inade- 
quate, editorial comment is meagre and 
community service items are insufficient. The 
programs suffer from a lack of technical and 
professional expertise since amateur people 
are usually responsible. However, the three 
multilingual radio stations in Toronto, Mon- 
treal and Vancouver attempt to standardize 
and upgrade technical production and one 
has a training program for its announcers. 


There is a great deal of advertising on these 
programs but much of it refers to goods and 
services traditionally used or valued by a 
particular community. The smaller the com- 
munity the more important the advertise- 
ments are as a Source of information. 


Non-official language broadcasting is pri- 
marily centered in Toronto, Montreal and 
Vancouver. The smaller centres such as 
Hamilton, Oshawa, Windsor and Winnipeg 


have one or more radio stations which pro- 
gram in the non-official languages. Rural 
areas, while not as extensively served as cities, 
do receive some radio service of this kind, 
particularly in the Southern Ontario region. 


The Canada Council’s function is to en- 
courage the study, practice and enjoyment 
of the arts, humanities and social sciences. 


Many grants awarded in the arts by the 
Council have helped to encourage the crea- 
tion, interpretation or dissemination of works 
whose source lies in Canada’s varied cultural 
heritage: Indian and Eskimo sculpture, mu- 
sical and choreographic works inspired by 
various European and Asian folklore tradi- 
tions, books and plays illustrating the partic- 
ular traditions and interests of ethnic minority 
groups. 


In the humanities and social sciences, the 
Council has supported many studies, re- 
search projects and publications dealing 
with the history, psychology and socio- 
economic condition of these groups and 
their contribution to Canadian life. These 
studies were conducted by people of many 
different cultural backgrounds. 


The new programme Explorations differs 
from the Council’s other programmes in that 
itis open to anyone, professional or amateur, 
whose project involves new or insufficiently 
developed forms of creative work and pro- 
vides scope for research based on folk cul- 
ture, history and contemporary life. Explora- 
tions can be used in particular to finance 
studies, performances, films or other works 
which emphasize a particular group’s con- 
tribution to Canadian culture or to the devel- 
opment of a region of Canada. 
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Some new government programmes are 
aimed at special groups like youth, older 
people, the unemployed. Where the em- 
phasis of the programme is on community 
benefit, many of the projects are multicultural 
in scope. 


The Opportunities for Youth programme, for 
instance, in 1973 funded 126 multicultural 
projects, worth more than $1,125,000. In 
Vancouver students helped non-English 
Speaking people to learn how to find employ- 
ment, accommodation, medical, legal and 
educational aid. In the Kootenays at Castle- 
gar, they catalogued artifacts for a Doukho- 
bor Museum. A group in Saskatchewan col- 
lected, for publication, information and pho- 
tographs of traditional folk art of the French, 
Mennonites, Doukhobors and German 


Catholics. In Toronto a group constructed 
educational toys for pre-schoolers and pub- 
lished in Italian, Greek and Portuguese ex- 
planations and instructions on their use and 
how to make them. 


The emphasis of the Manpower Depart- 
ment’s Local Initiatives Programme is more 
clearly on employment, and benefits to spe- 
cific cultural groups are notas easily isolated. 
However, LIP grants are making it possible 
for Museums to organize their collections 
and for cultural organizations to hire staff to 
help with projects like the Italian Edu-Art 
Service in Ontario, the Opportunities for Cul- 
tural Orientation in B.C. and the Ukrainian 
Cultural and Educational Association in 
Manitoba. 
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The Department of Manpower’s Local Em- 
ployment Assistant Programme (LEAP) 
is Currently sponsoring the Greek Labor 
Association of Montreal. 


The Department of Health and Welfare’s New 
Horizons Programme provides a chance for 
older people to undertake projects of their 
own devising. Many of them share with the 
Multiculturalism Programme an interest in 
preserving the past. The Federation of Sas- 
katchewan Indians in Regina are working on 
a book called ‘Indian History and Culture 
Shared.’ The St. John’s Senior Citizens As- 
sociation is setting up a centre to collect 
documents and artifacts connected with 
Newfoundland history. In Sudbury, the Fin- 
nish Senior Citizens Club has undertaken a 
program of Finnish culture. 


The Native Citizens Programme of the Sec- 
retary of State helps people of Indian an- 
cestry to develop projects and deliver serv- 
ices. Grants have been used to set up 
Friendship Centres and native people’s as- 
sociations, and to undertake cultural, recrea- 
tional and social projects. 


Since the application of a policy of multicul- 
turalism involves not only the preservation 
of ancestral traditions but also the interaction 
of cultures with each other, federal govern- 
ment programmes are making new attempts 
to include in their ambit Canadians who live 
in more remote areas. The Department of 
Communications is testing the usefulness of 
various types of equipment in the north to 
provide a system of communications be- 
tween settlements. It has installed some two- 
way radios in remote areas and through its 
Northern Pilot Project has helped establish 


a community radio service at Baker Lake. 


This station, which is the first community 


radio service in the Eastern Arctic, broad- 
casts in Inuktitut and English and is run en- 
tirely by local residents. 


Other government departments are investi- 
gating the feasibility of printing information 
in third languages. The Department of Con- 
sumer and Corporate Affairs, which regularly 
publishes articles in the ethnic press, is plan- 
ning to publish material in third languages 
for new immigrants. Information Canada, 
recognizing that the population with a non- 
Canadian cultural heritage may have needs, 
attitudes and responses quite different from 
those of the public at large, is conducting 
separate studies in order to develop methods 
of communication more appropriate to these 
groups. It has completed gathering data on 
the three largest such groups in Canada: the 
Itallan and German communities in Toronto 
and Ukrainian Canadians in Winnipeg. 


Most government information is printed in 
English and French although two publica- 
tions for prospective immigrants distributed 
by the Department of Manpower and Immi- 
gration abroad are translated into most of 
the emigrant languages. Fact sheets on 
Living in Canada are written in Spanish, 
Portuguese, Italian, German, Dutch, Serbo- 
Croat and Japanese. The Department of 
Labour’s pamphlet on Fair Employment 
Laws in Canada, currently under revision, 
will be published in Spanish, Portuguese, 
German, Greek and Italian. 


In announcing the Government's intention 
to create a council on multiculturalism the 
Prime Minister said: 
‘Our desire is to compose a body of 
persons well qualified to make recom- 
mendations designed to ensure the full 


participation of all Canadians in the cul- 
tural development of this country. The 
Council will assess needs, offer advice 
and contribute to the good relations of 
Canadians of all cultural backgrounds. 
It will be part of the consultative process 
of Government.”’ 


The Canadian Consultative Council on 
Multiculturalism was set up by the Minister 
of State, the Hon. Stanley Haidasz, to assist 
the Minister in implementing the govern- 
ment’s multicultural policy. 


The Council will meet once a year to review 
policy, evaluate programmes, interpret reac- 
tions and make suggestions about multicul- 
tural programmes. Its members represent, to 
an extent, the different cultural groups within 


Canada, but were chosen chiefly for their 
experience and interest in the etnno-cultural 
field. 


The National Chairman is Julius Koteles of 
Winnipeg and the Regional Chairmen are 
Prof. M. R. Lupul (Edmonton), Horst Koehler 
(British Columbia), Ted Glista (Toronto), 
Bruno Pateras (Montreal) and Linden 
Macintyre (Sydney). 


The Council is composed of men and women 
ina variety of occupations including the pro- 
fessions, the arts, universities, journalism, 
business and industry. 


The first full meeting of the Council is being 
held in conjunction with the first Multicultural 
Conference and regional meetings are being 
held through the year. 


The First Canadian Conference On pnultiCulturalism 
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